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and prayer for fifteen years. The hill where she performed
tapas came to be known as Neelachala. At last by meditating
on the Bhairava mantra and repeating the stotra for the
prescribed period seven eighths of her sins were washed
off. She ardently prayed to Bhairava to finally redeem her
when he appeared before her on the third day of bright
moon of the month Vaisakha known as Akshayatadiya, took
her on the end of his trident, revolved it for a period of two
gadiyas and threw her northwards. Her body fell in
dakshina kasi by the side of the linga of Manikarneswara
close to the main linga of Srikalashateeswara.
Accompanied by Parvathi, the Lord emerged from
the linga and laid the head of Neela on his lap and gently
stroked her body. She was still unconscious. The Lord told
Parvati, "In her previous birth, she was a learned brahmin.
In this birth she was a great yogini, who learnt Bhrama vidya
form Emperor Janaka. Her pride brought her downfall and
by the grace of Agastya she gets her redemption". As the
Lord whispered Pranava in her right ear she breathed her
last and attained salvation.(Appendix II)
Lord Siva as Manikarneswara whispers Pranava in
the right ear of persons in their last moments and grants
salvation. So Srikalahasti is also known as Dakshina Kasi.
Chapter 31 and 32 of Sthalapurana.
Tatha pyanugrahadeva I Tarunendu sikhaamane 1
Adwaita vaasana pumsaam I Aavirbhavati naanyadha 11
Only by the grace of Chandramouli men can derive
the sense of nonduality and not by anything else.